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honest; whether the methods that reduced him were
honest, or no, that's a question by itself. If, on this
surrender, he finds the creditors desirous rather to
have it digested into a composition, and that they
will voluntarily come into such a proposal, then, as
above, they being judges of the equity of the compo-
sition, and of what ability the debtor is to perform it;
and, above all, of what he may or may npt gain by it,
if they accept of such a composition, instead of the
surrender of his effects, then the case alters entirely,
and the debtor is acquitted in conscience, because
the creditors had a fair choice, and the composition
is rather their proposal to the debtor, than the
debtor's proposal to them.

Thus, I think, I have stated the case of justice
and conscience on the debtor's behalf, and cleared
up his way in case of a necessity to stop trading,
that he may break without wounding his conscience
as well as his fortunes ; and he that thinks fit to act
thus, will come off with the reputation of an honest
man, and will have the favour of his creditors to
begin again, with whatever he may have as to stock;
and sometimes that favour is better to him than a
stock, and has been the raising of many a broken
tradesman; so that his latter end Has been better
than his beginning,